[ Harry Ashbee of 31 Tudor Walk Carlton Colville Lowestofi Suffolk NR33 8NE do solemnly and

sincerely declare as follows:

1. Topened my first shop known as Ashbee Furnishers Limited in April 1958. The company

traded in furniture and I was required for the first time to keep my own accounts.

2. Asmy first business grew rapidly in early 1959 [ acquired the services of Pat Lee, an
accountant who looked at my books and decided the system [ was using was innovative and

she set about adopting this system for other clients that she acted for at the time.

3. lattached hereto a copy of the cover of the trading accounts from 1961 marked “HG1™. It is
my belief that this system was a precursor to the first known spreadsheet and has spread
amongst accountants at that time. | also attach hereto a copy of a letter from my current

accountant confirming his understanding of the position marked “HG2”

4. Idecided not to use the previous method of accounting that | had come across in other
businesses using one ledger for purchases and the other for sales and instead decided it
would simpler to have a double entry ledger. To this end [ purchased a book which was
horizontally feint —ruled and I drew vertical lines to create the columns I wanted. By using
this system each month’s entries for each company that | dealt with could be dealt with in
bulk and on one line an entire month’s invoice could be grouped together on one line by

using the monthly statements sent by the supplicr.

5. 1filed invoices alphabetically in an arch lever file each month and awaiting a statement or
creating my own statement for a 7-10 day period the system then operated so that the year
prefix, the month prefix and the date insured that invoices could be quickly traced from the
ledger or entry from the invoice batch, the reference thus appearing would be 58/4/28 and a

batch could be as little one or two invoices or a hundred plus.

6. Invoices were in date order split into manageable packs all bearing the same identification.



7. Where large batches were involved and divided up still with the same identification number

a simple addition ol one, two, three, four would indicate the week date of that batch.
8. 1did not copy this system from anybody else bul invented 1t myself

I make this Solemn Declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue of the

provisions of the Statutory Declaration Act 1835.
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